Commanding Officer, NAS Pensacola 

Captain John M. Pruitt

Captain Pruitt spent his adolescent years in Birmingham, Alabama, graduating from Samford University in 1976 with a degree in Business Administration. He joined the Naval Service in 1978 and, following commissioning through the Aviation Officer Candidate School, was awarded his Naval Flight Officer (NFO) "Wings of Gold" in September 1979. After initial F-14 "Tomcat" training, Captain Pruitt joined Fighter Squadron Thirty-Two (VF-32) "Swordsmen" in 1980 making deployments aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) and USS INDEPENDENCE (CV 62). 

Captain Pruitt's initial shore tour was at Naval Post Graduate School where he received a Master of Arts in National Security Affairs in December 1984. Returning to sea duty in 1985, he was assigned to USS Forrestal (CV 59) where he served as a Tactical Action Officer, making a Mediterranean deployment in 1986. Following assignment as an F 14 flight instructor, he returned to sea duty with Fighter Squadron EIGHTY FOUR (VF-84) "Jolly Rogers" in 1990 as a department head. While in VF-84 Captain Pruitt deployed aboard USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT (CVN 71) for "Operation Desert Storm" during which he was credited with 49 combat missions.

Captain Pruitt reported to the Bureau of Naval Personnel (BUPERS) in 1992 where he was assigned to the Flag Matters Office (PERS-OOF). While at BUPERS, he was selected for Aviation Command and transition to the E-2C. Following "Hawkeye" flight training, Capt. Pruitt reported as Executive Officer of the Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE TWENTY ONE (VAW-121) "Bluetails" in early 1995. While XO, the "Bluetails" embarked aboard USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73) for a Mediterranean/Arabian Gulf deployment including operation in both the Adriatic and the Arabian Gulf theatres.

Captain Pruitt assumed command of the "Bluetails" in August 1996. During his tenure he led the squadron through its transition to the "state-of-the-art" E-2C Group II aircraft and integration aboard their new "at sea" home the USS JOHN C. STENNIS (CVN 74). He also oversaw the squadron's two-month counter narcotics detachment to Naval Station Roosevelt Roads in early 1997 and the unprecedented achievement of 30 years/60,000 mishap free milestones. Following command, he was assigned as the Operations Officer of USS HARRY S. TRUMAN (CVN 75) where he oversaw final outfitting, crew certification, acceptance, and commissioning and initial at-sea "shakedown" operations. He recently completed a one-year fellowship at the MIT Security Studies Program and was assigned as the Deputy Director of Naval Training and Education (N79B) within the Navy headquarters staff. Captain Pruitt assumed command of Naval Air Station Pensacola 20 June 2002.

Captain Pruitt has logged 3300 flight hours and 700 arrested landings. His decorations include the Meritorious Service medal, Strike Flight air Medals and Navy Commendation Medal with combat "V" along with various other personal and unit citations.

